
West Heating Plant
Review of Design Proposals in Case Demolition is Approved

Resolution Adopted by ANC 2E at its Public Meeting on February 1, 2016

 
 
This resolution addresses design issues in case demolition of the existing West Heating Plant
building is ever approved.  It does not address demolition issues, which are covered in a separate
resolution.

 
ANC 2E appreciates the evolution of the design for the structure at 1051 29th Street, NW.  We
join with those who seek a design in the event demolition is approved that is both architecturally
inspired and sympathetic to Georgetown’s setting.  While we look forward to the continuing
review and development of the design at this property, we have some concerns we wish to draw
to the attention of the Old Georgetown Board:

 
The massing of the building and the height of the structure are inappropriate to the location and
out of scale with the historic district of Georgetown.  We believe the building should be no taller
than other residential condominium or residential apartment buildings or hotels in the
neighborhood.  The proposed scale and massing present an oversized structure dominating the
Four Seasons Hotel to the north and looming over the structures to the west.  We question
whether monumental stone is an appropriate material.

 
The relationship of the new building to the canal to the north and Rock Creek to the east are
important considerations in regard to appropriate setbacks, especially from the canal which is a
National Historic Park and offers an intimate, contemplative experience to visitors.

 
Possible light pollution and glare from the extensive use of glass in the proposed plans remain a
concern which needs to be addressed to maintain the quiet residential nature of the neighborhood
on 29th Street.

 
ANC 2E welcomes the designs for a new park.  Accessibility to the park is of great importance.
 At the same time, the design and scale of the elevation of the park above the street should be
conscious of avoiding any negative impacts on the 29th Street neighbors.

 




